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PLAAFP Statement Model/Guidance - Edplan 

What is a PLAAFP? 

A student’s Individualized Education Program (IEP) team, which includes the parents, 

expects special education services to help the student improve at school. As a foundation 

for higher achievement, the IEP team will identify the student’s current level of learning or 

performance and the effect or impact of a student’s disability on learning. The present 

level of academic achievement and functional performance narrative, better known as 

the PLAAFP statement, is a primary component of an individualized education program 

(IEP) and is the basis for the development of all other components of the plan. The PLAAFP 

statements are intended to identify strengths and weaknesses of the student and all of the 

student’s disability related needs. It is a concise summary of the information and data 

previously collected and known about the student. The IEP Team must consider the 

impact the disability has on the student’s ability to learn and function as their non-disabled 

peers. 

By regulation, the PLAAFP is defined as…  

IDEA 2004: Sec. 300.320 under Definition of Individualized Education Program  
(1) A statement of the child’s present levels of academic achievement and functional 

performance, including—(i) How the child’s disability affects the child’s involvement and 

progress in the general education curriculum (i.e., the same curriculum as for nondisabled 

children);  

A Few Essential Questions for the IEP Team to Consider as They are 

Developing a PLAAFP: 

 What are the disability-related challenges affecting his or her learning and

involvement at school?

 At what academic and functional level is this student performing right now?

(Where is the student’s starting point?)

 Is there any other information needed to provide a complete picture of this

student?

 What strategies, accommodations and/or assistive technology have already been

successful for this student’s learning?

 What are the grade-level academic standards for this student’s grade, and how do

the skills of this student compare to those standards?

 Has the student made progress in the current general education

placement/curriculum?

 Has the student made progress with his/her current IEP goals and objectives?

Sidebar: What does the word "functional" mean, as used in "functional performance“? Functional 
means nonacademic, as in “routine activities of everyday living or ADLs.” Routine activities that people 
tend do every day without needing assistance. This clarification should support IEP Team members with 
understanding that the purpose of the IEP is to prepare children with disabilities for life after school. 
This should also help the school understand that teaching children how to "function" in the world is just 
as important as teaching academic skills  
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The writers of the IEP need to remember that the PLAAFP is based upon those identified 

student needs, strengths, interests and preferences. The following components must be 

included in the PLAAFP section:  

Factors to Consider 

Baseline Data 

Impact Statement 

Resulting Needs 

Alignment of the PLAAFP with the Remaining IEP Components 

The PLAAFP determines methods for ensuring involvement in, access to, adaptations, 

accommodations, or modifications to, the general education curriculum. Each area of 

educational need identified in the PLAAFP must be addressed in at least one other section 

of the written IEP such as:  

 annual measurable goals and instructional objectives 

 supplementary aids/services/supports  

 special education programs and services  

 secondary transition services  

The writers of the IEP should consider a student’s IEP as the needed road map guiding the 

student from a beginning level of performance to a higher level of achievement  

Putting the PLAAFP Pieces Together: A Framework to Consider 

The PLAAFP will serve as a snapshot of the student at a particular time and place. It will 

describe the level at which the student is working academically and functionally. The 

information in the PLAAFP section of the IEP should be written in brief, clear, specific and 

accurate statements with enough information to describe the student’s current skill levels 

in objective, measurable terms. If scores are reported, they should either be self-

explanatory or explained. The following is an example of how to build a PLAAFP 

statement. 
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A view in Edplan……. 

  Progress on Goals and Objectives 

  BASELINE 

 Describe how the students’ needs affect progress in the general education

curriculum;

 Include information from assessments, student work, teacher observation,

other relevant data

 Elaborate on assessment results, including transition assessments

 Prioritize needs and skills remembering that you have one academic year to

support and demonstrate growth

 Narrative for any of the below areas of deficit/need:

Academic Achievement P-12th Perception/Motor/Mobility 

Communication Adaptive/Independent living Skills 

Medical/Health Transition/Vocational 

Social-Emotional/Behavioral 

Section 2B:  PLAAFP Narrative 

Section 2A:  PLAAFP Page 1 Considerations 

 
Factors to 

Consider 

 Baseline 
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 Student-specific statement including disability and program

 This section addresses the IMPACT of the disability when compared to peers.

 Functional performance statement

 Preschool and Transition appropriate social activities

  NEEDS resulting from the disability (Program, services, accommodations, etc.).  Be sure to address each 
Deficit area identified in the first section of 2B.   

 NEEDS 

 IMPACT 


